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TRAUMA CARE RETURNS TO NEW ORLEANS  

 
Historic Trauma Unit Opens New Location 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
 

BATON ROUGE, LA (April 24, 2006) – The LSU Health Care Services Division – Medical Center of Louisiana 
at New Orleans announced today the re-opening of its Trauma Care Center in the New Orleans area at 
Ochsner’s Elmwood Hospital, a 71-bed private, not-for-profit facility in Jefferson Parish.   
 
The trauma center will provide the highest level of specialty services and meet strict national standards for 
such a facility.  Specialized physicians and nurses will be available around the clock to treat life-threatening 
injuries.  
 
“Our staff stands ready to save the lives of people injured by trauma”, said LSU HCSD CEO Donald R. 
Smithburg.  ”Residents of the Crescent City can expect the same level of trauma service at this temporary 
location as they received at Charity Hospital.” 
 
The Trauma Center at 1221 S. Clearview Parkway, temporarily replaces Charity Hospital, which was destroyed 
by Hurricane Katrina. LSU and Tulane University physicians will staff the trauma center and its 40 critical care 
beds. 
 
Dr. Cathi Fontenot, Medical Director of the Medical  Center of Louisiana at New Orleans (MCLNO), says the 
unit will be referred to as “the LSU - Medical Center of Louisiana New Orleans Trauma Center.”  She also 
pointed out that the facility will be used primarily for trauma cases and will not provide what could be 
considered routine emergency room or clinical services. Currently the only other Level One trauma center in 
Louisiana is also operated by LSU in Shreveport, 282 miles away. 
 
The LSU - Medical Center of Louisiana currently offers emergency medical services in the New Orleans Center 
at 1450 Poydras Street , and an adult primary care clinic in the Delgado Building at 1545 Tulane Avenue 
across the street from the Charity Hospital Campus. MCLNO doctors and nurses are treating 300 patients a 
day, approximately half the emergency department visits Charity saw before the storm. 
 
The LSU Health Care Services Division hospital and clinic system is the largest provider of health care in 
Louisiana, with more than 1.2 million patient visits annually at 350 outpatient clinics and 46,000 admissions to 
nine hospitals. 

 
For More Information Contact: Marvin McGraw 225.922.1424 or mmcgra@lsuhsc.edu
 


